House of Commons Debate, 12 January 2009
Chris Mullin (Sunderland South, Labour) 

Has not the time come to recognise that neither the British Government nor other EU Governments have any serious influence at all over the Israelis? We should recognise, as other Members have suggested, that these are war crimes that we are witnessing in Gaza, and start talking with our EU allies about organising sanctions and, at the very least, stop selling weapons to the Israelis, and perhaps talk about the withdrawal of our ambassador, because those are the only things that will make any impression on the people currently running Israel.

David Miliband (Secretary of State, Foreign & Commonwealth Office; South Shields, Labour) 

We have covered some of those issues in the course of our discussions, and I take seriously my hon. Friend's views, although he will know from my earlier answers that I do not agree with him on all those points. However, in respect of allegations of war crimes, any such allegation or any breach of international humanitarian law must, of course, be investigated.

